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was at Nohant, and invited Ghopin to visit her
there. Although at first he was inclined to go,
there is no direct evidence that the invitation
was ever accepted. Chopin came to London in
July, as we have noted, and then returned to
Paris. After that, his movements cannot be
determined until the beginning of the following
year when he again came to London and was
honoured by an invitation to play before the
Court. In March we find him at Rouen, where
he gave a benefit concert for a fellow-countryman.
An account appeared in the Gazette musicale, in
which it was remarked that Chopin's reluctance
to play in public was always overcome when it
was a question of giving help, or of patriotism.
" His success was immense ! '* the writer con-
tinues, " All these exquisite melodies, these un-
speakable refinements of execution, this melan-
choly and passionate inspiration, all that poetry
of performance and of composition which grips
both the heart and the imagination at the same
time, affected, moved and intoxicated his five
hundred auditors." The account ends with this
extraordinary appeal: " Come now, Chopin I
Come ! Let this triumph decide you ; cease to
be selfish, give us all more of your fine talent;
consent to be taken for what you are; put an
end to the great controversy which divides artists,
and when people ask who is the first pianist in
Europe, Liszt or Thalberg, let everybody be in
a position to answer with those who have heard
you : it is Chopin." Allowance must be made,